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Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
Application for a licence to kill, take, possess 

wild birds and their eggs: Science, Education 

& Conservation
	· Please complete this application form using dark ink and BLOCK CAPITALS

· All questions must be answered. Failure to provide adequate information will delay the processing of your application. 

· The completed and signed application should be sent to Natural England at the address given opposite. This form can be completed on screen and emailed to us.
· Natural England will aim to decide whether a licence should be issued within 15 working days of receipt of the application and all relevant enclosures.

· If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit (details opposite).
	
	Wildlife Licensing Unit (SciCon)
Natural England
First Floor
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Bristol, BS1 6EB.

Tel. 0845 601 4523

Fax 0845 601 3438



	Useful Links: Email the Wildlife Licensing Unit:  wildlife.scicons@naturalengland.org.uk

	Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/applicationforms.aspx


	Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all birds. 

Natural England has authority under section 16(1) of the Act to grant licences to kill, take or possess wild birds or to take or possess wild birds’ eggs for the following purposes:

· science, research or education, 

· conserving wild birds 

· conserving flora and fauna.
Please note: It is the responsibility of licensees to ensure that they comply with any other legislation. For example, taking feathers or blood samples from birds for scientific purposes may require Home Office approval under the Animal (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986.
If you require a licence for re-introduction or re-population purposes you should advise the Wildlife Licensing Unit at the above address in advance of applying.

All applications for ringing and marking, or to take part in the Nest Record Scheme, should be made to the British Trust for Ornithology.   Tel: 01842 750050.
	
	This box is for office use only 

Application ID Number:

Charter Deadline:   



	
	
	


	PART A Personal Details and Experience


1.
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(a) Title: (e.g. Mr, Mrs, Miss)
	    
	Forenames:
	     
	Surname:
	     


	Address:


	     
                                                                                        Postcode:            

	Daytime telephone number: 
	
	Mobile number:

	     
	
	     

	Fax number:
	
	Email address:

	     
	
	     


2.  Previous applications






	(a)
Have you held a licence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act before?


If NO, please go to Question 3 below


(b)
Have any of your previous licences covered the same species, activities and purpose as this licence application?

             If NO, please go to Question 3 below

If YES, please give your most recent licence number (printed at the top of the licence)




 
 
 
 
 
(c)        Have you changed your address since your last licence was issued?

If YES, please supply the address on your last licence.
	YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 



YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	     



Please complete Questions 3 and 4 if you have not held a licence for similar activities and species in the last three years.
3.  
References


You will need to enclose written references from two people who are familiar with your work.  They should be able to comment on your experience of working with the relevant (or similar) species and your ability to use the methods and equipment you have proposed.  Ideally your referees should have held a similar licence within the last three years. 

It is preferred that at least one referee works within a different professional organisation to the applicant.

4.
Qualifications and experience
Please state your qualifications and experience regarding the methods and procedures proposed in this application form. You will need to be able to demonstrate you are competent in all aspects of the work proposed and that you will be able to carry it out to a high standard. If applicable you should include recent training you have received or attendance at seminars or conferences. 

	     



	5.
Have you consulted with anyone in Natural England regarding any aspect of this licence application?
	YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 




If YES, please give the name of the contact, date and relevant details stating whether the consultation was verbal or by letter. Please attach copies of any written consultations. 

	     



	PART B - Application Details


6.
Please tick the main purpose behind the licensable elements of your work.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Science, research or education

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conservation - for the purpose of conserving wild birds

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conservation - for the purpose of conserving flora or fauna

7.
Will any of the work you propose take place on a nature reserve (e.g. National Nature Reserve, Local Nature Reserve, Wildlife Trust Reserve, RSPB reserve)? 





YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 



If ‘YES’, give the name of reserve and reserve manager, with a contact address, and confirm that they support your proposed actions. Please attach any written correspondence.

	     


8.
List of species and activities applied for

Please complete the tables below to show all licensable actions that the project will involve. Use photocopies of this page if there is insufficient room on one sheet Please refer to the notes below

(a)  Wild birds

	Species
	Activity1
	No.
	Sex 
	Age
	Date/ time period when activity will be carried out.
	County and sites (if known)

Give full address for ‘possession’ applications.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	

	NOTE 1
	List all the activities you wish to carry out.  Start a new line if it helps to distinguish between different activities at different places.  Choose from:

Kill wild birds

Take wild birds

Possess wild birds in captivity


(b)  Wild birds’ eggs

	Species
	Activity2
	No.
	Eggs addled deserted or fresh
	Date/time period when activity will be carried out.
	State county and sites (if known)

Give full address for ‘possession’ applications.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	

	NOTE 2
	List all the activities you wish to carry out.  Start a new line if it helps to distinguish between different activities at different places.  Choose from:

Destroy wild birds’ eggs
Take wild birds’ eggs

Possess wild birds’ eggs


9.
If you have indicated above that you wish to take or kill any wild bird or take or destroy wild birds’ eggs, please describe all the methods that you propose to use.

	     



10.
If you are only applying for a licence to possess/keep captive, state how and when the wild birds or wild birds’ eggs came into your possession.

	     



11.
(a)  If wild birds are to be kept in captivity please state under what conditions and for how long.

	     



(b)  Give details of what will happen to wild birds kept in captivity or wild birds’ eggs held in your possession. State where they will be released or how they will be destroyed. If any wild bird or wild birds’ eggs, or any part of, will be passed on to a third party give the reason why and their name and address.

Note: licences are not transferable; a new keeper of the bird will have to obtain their own licence.

	     



Please complete either Part C or Part D according to the main purposes behind the licensable elements of your work.
	PART C - Licence Applications for Science, Research or Educational Purposes


12. Explain the main aims of your proposed work.   

	     



13. Give details of the timescale of your proposed work and whether it will extend into future years.   

	     



14.
List any publications you have produced regarding this topic. 

	     



15.
Explain what other solutions have been considered and why they were unsuitable. A licence can only be issued if there are no other satisfactory alternatives.     

	     



	PART D - Licence Applications for Conservation Purposes


16. What species will be conserved by the proposed licensed actions?   

	     


17.
How will the proposed actions conserve this species? If you wish to control one species to conserve another you should give evidence (e.g. counts) for how one species affects the other(s).

	     


18. For how many years do you envisage these actions being necessary ? 

	     


19.
How will you monitor the effects on the target species? (You will be required to do this in order to provide any evidence for any future applications you may make.)

	     


20.
Explain what other solutions have been considered and why they were not considered suitable (i.e. different types of habitat management).  A licence will only be issued if there is no other satisfactory solution.     

	     


	Declarations


	21
	Have you, or any persons named in this form by you, been convicted of any wildlife-related or animal welfare offence?  
	   Tick as appropriate

	
	
	YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO  FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	If ‘YES’, please give details, including dates
	     


22.   Using and sharing your information
The data controller is Natural England, 1 East Parade, Sheffield, S1 2ET.
Your information will be stored and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. This Act gives you, as an individual, the right to know what data we hold on you, how we use it, with whom we share it and for it to be accurate.

It will be used for processing your application. We may disclose your application and other information relating to it to third parties, such as the BTO and Defra, in order to consult them about the application.
Natural England or its appointed agents may use the name, address and other details on your application form to contact you in connection with occasional customer research aimed at improving the services that Natural England provides to you.

We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the extent necessary to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

If you believe that any of the information we hold concerning you is incorrect or out of date, please provide us with the accurate information in writing together with supporting evidence (if appropriate).  You should address your correspondence to: Wildlife Licensing Unit (SciCons), Natural England, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB; Tel 0845 601 4523; Fax 0845 601 3438; Email. Wildlife.scicons@naturalengland.org.uk
	
	Declaration

· I have read and understood the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance with these particulars.

· I am the owner/occupier of the land referred to in this application 

or 

· I will obtain authority from the owner/occupier to act on their behalf in respect of this application. I confirm that I will obtain the permission of the owner/occupier to allow any employee or representative of Natural England to monitor or inspect the work described in this application.




	
	Signature of

applicant
	
	Date
	


	
	For electronic applications, please insert an electronic signature above or tick this box to confirm agreement with this declaration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	Name in

BLOCK LETTERS
	     
	
	


	If you are interested in becoming a Natural England volunteer, please go to

	www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/gettinginvolved/volunteering


	WARNING

· Natural England can modify or revoke at any time any licence that may be issued but this will not be done unless there are good reasons for doing so. Any licence that is issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information had been provided which resulted in the issue of a licence.

· Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, any person who in order to obtain a licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. Any person found guilty of such an offence may be liable to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5000).


· Please ensure that you have answered all relevant questions fully and have signed the declaration

· If you wish to change the information in this form please contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit 
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