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• Marine Directive and MPA Networks

• EU Definitions

• Designing a network
– Natura 2000, a case

– Transboundary aspects: networks

• Implementation
– Natura 2000: more challenging than expected

• The way ahead:
– Completing (nested) networks

– International Cooperation

– High seas
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Marine Strategy Directive

spatial protection measures, 

contributing to coherent and representative networks of 

marine protected areas, 

adequately covering the diversity of the constituent 

ecosystems, such as

• special areas of conservation (Habitats Directive), 

• special protection areas (Birds Directive), 

• and marine protected areas as agreed by the 

Community or Member States concerned in 

international or regional agreements to which 

they are parties. 
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Description

A geographically defined area, formally designated by the 

Member States, where the necessary conservation 

measures are applied for the maintenance or restoration, 

at a favourable conservation status, of the natural 

habitats and/or of the species for which the site is 

designated, that may also contribute significantly to the 

coherence of the networks and/or contributes 

significantly to the maintenance of biological diversity

within the bio-geographic region or regions concerned.
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Definition

‘fishing protected area’ means a geographically-

defined sea area in which all or certain fishing 

activities are temporarily or permanently banned 

or restricted in order to improve the exploitation 

and conservation of living aquatic resources or 

the protection of marine ecosystems;

COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1967/2006

21 December 2006
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Environmental policy

• Birds Directive

• Habitats Directive

• Marine Strategy Framework Directive

• Water Framework Directive

Apply insofar Member States exert sovereign rights  or 

claim jurisdiction
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• EU ecological network of protected areas under the 
Habitats Directive 

• Special Areas of Conservation (SACs, Habitats Directive)
200+ habitat types  & 700+ species of plants and animals

• Special Protection Areas (SPAs, Birds Directive) 194 
vulnerable bird species &  migratory bird species (esp. 
wetlands)

• Major EU instrument for 
• Conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity  

• Fulfilment of global commitments (e.g. CBD)

• Sets out a common approach for conservation action 
across all Member States

Natura 2000



Network

A coherent European ecological network to 
ensure the restoration or maintenance of 
natural habitats and species at a favourable 
conservation status in their natural range.

Ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 
network: features essential for the migration, 
dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species:

– linear and continuous structure such as rivers with 
their banks or the traditional systems for marking 
field boundaries 

– stepping stones (such as ponds or small woods)
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The processes

• Defining the geographical scope;

• Listing Species/Habitats-types;

• Identifying and proposing candidates;

• Assessing the quality of candidates, 

adding, withdrawing;

• Formal designation.

MS

MS EU

MS

MS EU

MS



Selection of sites

• Assessment at national level of the relative importance 
of sites
– global assessment of the value of the site for conservation of the 

habitat-type or species concerned

• Assessment of the contribution to maintaining or re-
establishing, at a favourable conservation status, 
habitat-types or species
– relative value at national level;

– geographical situation: migration routes, continuous ecosystem, both 
sides of one or more internal Community frontiers;

– total area of the site;

– number of natural habitat types and species present on the site;

– global ecological value of the site for the biogeographical regions 
concerned and/or for the whole of the territory.
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• significant number of marine sites designated 

• nearly all of them concentrated in coastal areas
• More than 1500 sites having a marine component are 

concentrated in the first 12 miles

• Less than 20 sites in offshore waters (Germany, Sweden, 

Ireland, …)

The offshore gap

90% of EU seas and oceans do not have protected sites,

Natura 2000 covers only small % of marine area (coastal)

EU27

10.5 million km², 
of which

- 41% terrestrial

- 59% marine

Current Status
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The way ahead for Natura 2000



Transboundary case
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The way ahead for Natura 2000

Focussing the offshore environment to complete the 
network

– Internal waters and the Territorial Sea, 

– Areas where Member States exercise sovereign rights or claim 

jurisdiction (EEZs, fishing protection zones, environmental 

protection zones…)

– The floor of the Continental Shelf

A new Agenda

– 2012: designate marine Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

and establish management priorities and necessary 

conservation measures for SACs

– 2012: establish similar management and conservation 

measures for marine SPAs
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EU international cooperation

• STRESSES the urgent need for better conservation and 
sustainable management of marine biodiversity and … 
for an acceleration of the implementation of relevant 
existing commitments and of ongoing processes, 

• WILL STRIVE FOR the establishment of a global 
representative network of marine protected areas by 
2012 within and beyond areas of national jurisdiction 
inter alia through 

– the full and timely implementation of Natura 2000 in marine 
areas 

– the establishment and management of protected areas 
networks in the context of the Regional Marine Conventions;

EU Council Conclusions on the 9th Conference 

of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
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International cooperation

• Many levels: Worldwide (CBD, WSSD), Regional 
(HELCOM, OSPAR, Barcelona, Bucharest)

• Double label
• Compatibility

• Synergy

• Management
• Full respect of different remits

• Marine Strategy Framework Directive

• High Seas
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MPAs & RMCs

Biodiversity 

Program

MPAs High Seas

HELCOM Y Y N.A.

OSPAR Y Y Y

BARCON Y Y Y

Black Sea Y N
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More Information

Directorate-General Environment
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_en.htm

jose.rizo-martin@ec.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_en.htm

