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MSFD
Aim:

To achieve Good Environmental Status  
by 2020

Definition:
Ecologically diverse & dynamic oceans

Clean, healthy and productive

Safeguard use & activities by current 
& future generations

Prevent deterioration, restore where 
practical

http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/imagelarge88722-.html
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Good Environmental Status

State descriptors

Biological diversity

Commercial fish and shellfish

Food webs

Sea-floor integrity

GES is to be based on 11 ôDescriptorsõ

Pressure descriptors

Non-natives

Eutrophication

Hydrographical conditions

Contaminants in environment

Contaminants in sea food

Litter

Energy (inc. noise)



MPAs

ÅPlease listen to rest of conference



Marine Spatial Planning
ÅUK
ðMSP system for England & Wales ðMarine 

and Coastal Access Act 2009

ðMSP system for Scotland ðMarine 
(Scotland) Bill

ðSimilar expected for Northern Ireland 

ÅEU & OSPAR
ðFour EU workshops in 2009 ð10 principles

ðOSPAR ðwant frameworks for North Sea, 
Celtic Seas and Bay of Biscay/Iberian coast



3 pillars of environmental policy

Environmental goals Sustainable use

MSFD Achieve GES
Support sustainable 
use, manage (reduce) 
pressures

MPA

Protect areas for 
biodiversity & 
geodiversity ð
support wider 
ecosystem integrity

Tend to avoid user 
areas at site 
identification stage

MSP
Support environment 
goals

Achieve sustainable
use, manage conflicts 
of space
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