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BY EMAIL

No hard Copy

24 October 2006

Dear xxxxxxxx
Access to Information Request – Partial Release – VT.009
Thank you for your request for information about the licence issued by English Nature to any Government agency to undertake research on bats and lyssavirus which was transferred to us from DEFRA on 26 September 2006. Your request has been carefully considered under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. I apologise for the time taken to provide this response, this was due to the information referencing third parties and our need to consult with them.
On 1 October 2006 English Nature, the environment activities of the Rural Development Service and the Countryside Agency’s Landscape, Access and Recreation division were united in a single body called Natural England (www.naturalengland.org.uk). 

All the statutory licensing duties of English Nature were transferred to Natural England. The creation of Natural England brings together all the existing licensing functions of English Nature and the Rural Development Service into one Wildlife Management and Licensing Service.  

English Nature issued a licence on 8 August 2006 to undertake research on bats and lyssavirus. Attached is:

· A copy of the licence, which I believe you have already received, but we have included it again for completeness.

· The project summary.
· Project methodology (original and updated). The updated version contains modifications in response to issues raised by English Nature.

· Laboratory protocol (original and updated). The updated version is due to the final number of bats caught now being known.

In the documentation you will notice that some information has been blanked out. The information withheld relates to:-

· Names and contact details of individuals who are associated with the research.

· Names and locations of some of the organisations that are associated with the research.
This information is being withheld under the exception in Regulation 12(5)(a) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 which relates to information that if disclosed would adversely affect public safety. We believe that the release of this information would impact adversely upon the protection of the public, public buildings, industrial sites from accidents or acts of sabotage and the health and safety of the public.

In applying this exception, we have had to balance the public interest in withholding the information against the public interest in disclosure. These are the factors we considered in deciding where the public interest lay.
We believe that the public should be able to find out what the government is sanctioning in terms of animal testing, however we feel that this knowledge need not also extend to the locations of such testing, given the threat to those locations if that information is released. As recently as 2004 the government decided that the public could get sufficient information on animal testing from an anonymised list, (Lords Hansard 1 Jul 2004 : Column WS15).

We feel there is little additional public interest in knowing in some cases which organisations 
are doing the work, aside from the opportunity to target that organisation for the purposes of objection. Whilst it is a public right to object, that right has to be balanced against issues of public security and safety of the personnel involved, especially in the current climate. We believe that these are legitimate concerns sufficient to allow Natural England to engage this exception and withhold the information.

Please note that the information we have supplied to you is subject to copyright protection under the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988. You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, for the purposes of research for non-commercial purposes, private study, criticism, review and news reporting. You must re-use it accurately and not in a misleading context. The material must be acknowledged as English Nature copyright and you must give the title of the source document/publication. However, if you wish to re-use all or part of this information for commercial purposes, including publishing you will need to apply for a licence. Applications can be sent to the Enquiry Service, Natural England, Northminster House, Peterborough, PE1 1UA.


Where we have identified any third party copyright material you will need to obtain permission from the copyright holders concerned.

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please contact Richard Wright, Team Manager, Science and Evidence Team at the above address.
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by Natural England. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Telephone: 01625 545 700. www.ico.gov.uk.

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me.

Yours sincerely

Mrs J Murray

Licensing Supervisor

Wildlife Management and Licensing Service

Regulatory Service Team
