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A Jewel in the Crown of Nature Conservation



Å1985 ïNature Conservation and Amenity Lands 
Order ïallows for designation of ASSIs, AONBs and 
Marine Reserves.
Å1986 - Statement of international importance of 

Strangford Lough benthos (Erwin et al.)
Å1988-89 Declaration of Strangford Lough as Area of 

Special Scientific Interest.
Å1992 ïStrangford Lough Management Committee set 

up by Government with representatives of all the 
interest groups including the voluntary conservation 
sector.
Å1990 and 1993  Side scan sonar surveys of Modiolus 

modiolus communities related to commercial fishing 
carried out by DoE through Industrial Science 
Division and DARD (results show óModiolus in healthy stateô) 
Å1993 Fisheries conservation zoning of Mobile gear 

use

Conservation 1985-1995



Conservation 1995-2003

Å1995 - Marine Nature Reserve designation

Å1998  ïRamsar designation

Å2001 ïStrangford Lough Management 
Scheme launched for SAC and SPA with 
Conservation and Management objectives for 
2000-2003



Conservation 2001-2003
Å2001 (December) ïUlster wildlife Trust warns of 

potentially catastrophic loss of benthic biodiversity.
Å2002 (February) ïThe then Minister in written reply 

to a written enquiry by an MP states that his advisors 
tell him that óall is well with the ModiolusCommunityô.
Å2002 (July) ïnew Minister of Environment issues a 

press statement :
óNESBITT HIGHLIGHTS MYSTERY THREAT TO 
STRANGFORD MUSSELSô 
stating Governmentôs recognition of a major loss of 
Benthic Biodiversity and the need for urgent action!!
Å2002 ïDecember- Government invites tenders for a 

major research package on the Strangford Lough 
benthos. SLECI awarded to QUB
ÅDec 2003 DARD introduce ban on all mobile fishing 

gear within Lough.  At same time consultation on 
compensation measures announced. December 
2003



Why Modiolus?
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Sub-feature: Horse mussels


