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New Forest to benefit from Landmark

TheNew For est slargestiowland peattd
and with fine deciduous woodlands, is one of
England& most precious landscapes. It is home to
Dartford warblers, nightjars, many species of bats,
and the rare smooth snake, alongside a wide range
of unusual flowers, mosses and ferns i and of
course the famous New Forest ponies.

New Forest ponies © Daily Telegraph

Now the Forest will have the support from the largest Agri-Environment agreement by area in Europe.
Higher Level Stewardship will provide £16 million of funding over the next 10 years and will help safeguard
thet radi ti onal g canmonmgpthattes shapatl the New &orest for centuries. The
agreement will benefit a vast variety of the Forest® features, including the restoration of wood pasture,
heathland and species rich grassland. Within this ambitious plan, work will also be done restoring
meanders in streams which have been straightened and deepened in the past, allowing them to interact
naturally with the floodplain again. There will also be work surveying the historic environment with remote
sensing technology, to ensure it is protected for the future. The agreement will ensure that 20,000 hectares
of SSSI land are maintained in top condition and contribute 22 per cent of the national Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) habitat management target for the current year.

The scheme involves a number of organisations working in partnership with Natural England managing
and protecting the Forest. Partners include Verderers of the New Forest - who protect and administer the
area® agricultural commoning practices - the New Forest National Park Authority, the Commoners
Defence Association and the Forestry Commission. Poul Christensen, Chair of Natural England, said A W
appreciate the vital role that commoners have played in protecting the forest for a thousand years and we
are delighted to be able to work with them, to ensure they have the support they need to continue looking
after this beautif ul l andscape. 0

Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, Oof ficial Verderer, s a
essential for conserving the Forest; in fact it is their grazing that has created the landscape over
hundreds of years. But all these animals have owners, and therefore the direct financial support

that this scheme willgive t o them i s i
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AE Schemes - latest facts and figures

The table below gives agri-environment scheme uptake statistics at 1 March 2010

Area (ha) | % of Number of Annual
UAA Agreements Value

361,785 10,586 £76.6 M

ESA 459,967 7,086 £38.7TM

ELS 4,980,748 53.6 37,727 £133.5 M

QELS 380,807 4.1 2,690 £40.1 M

HLS (Combined with 422,884 - 4,003 £76.1 M

ELS/OELS™)

HLS (Standalone) 71,354 0.8 566 £13.5M
Total HLS 494,238 - 4,569 £89.6 M
Overall Total 6,254,660 67.3 58,655 £3785M

* Most land in HLS is already accounted for in ELS or OELS / Numbers in italics not included in overall total / UAA is Utilisable
Agricultural Area, by which is meant farmland and associated land such as woodland and scrub / Annual Value: for CSS and
ESA, the figures relate to the annual value of live agreements in the current agreement year. For ES, the figures relate to the

first year value of the agreements (the value may vary in other years).

HLS Agreements will safeguard the North York Moors

Thousands of hectares of species-rich moorland are to receive funding through Higher Level Stewardship.
Eight new agreements have been signed, collectively known as the Westerdale, Rosedale and High
Farndale agreements, covering over 3,700ha of the North York Moors designated a Site of Special
Scientific Interest. These agreements will involve 10 graziers, including the David Ross Estate, and will
underpin sound management of the following BAP habitats and species over the next ten years:-

1 upland dry heath, upland wet heath and blanket bog
9 arange of birds including curlew, lapwing, snipe, golden plover, red grouse and merlin.

Through this HLS funding the agreement holders in
conjunction with Natural England, the North York Moors
National Park and the Yorkshire Peat Project, will be able to
re-instate a functioning peatland habitat through peat
restoration works on the moors. This will also reduce carbon
loss from the bogs and help mitigate climate change.

Alongside the natural environment, the historic environment
will benefit too. The agreements will help protect, enhance
and restore listed boundary stones, historic route-ways
including trods (highly characteristic of the North York
Moors) and the Rosedale Railway, ritual cairns and standing
stones. There are at least 13 Scheduled Monuments
included within these agreements including Fat Betty - an
ancient painted cross, and High Stone Dyke.
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ELS renewals i the pace picks up

Natural England wrote to all ELS agreement holders, whose agreements come to an end before
Christmas this year. In response, we have heard back from over 70% of farmers to date, with 90% of
them intending to renew their Entry Level Stewardship with Natural England and a further 5% as yet
undecided

Respondents Renewal intentions

Our feedback shows that 28% of
those intending to renew their ELS
agreement will make their
application via the internet using
ELS Online. This secure system

® Intending to renew online

¥ Intending to renew by

paper can be used by both farmers and
= Notintending to renew agents and has many advantages
® Undecided 1 Quicker and Easier

1 User Friendly software uses
boundary measurement tool
points calculator and
scribble map facility

What else is happening now? {1 Saves time, has no limit on
number of applications in
Natural England is contacting those agreement holders who progress i useful if you are
have not told us how they wish to renew their agreement an agent
1 Improves application
We are issuing application packs and ELS online pin accuracy

numbers to those who have requested them _
We have already processes online

. . . . . applications through to agreement
We are issuing final claim forms with application packs 7 sl TR (ELE A S
renewals well ahead of paper
We are processing applications received so that they applications

are in place ready for when the old agreement expires

Key Messages for your members if they are renewing agreements

Do your renewal early (ensure no gaps in payments)

Do it online where possible

Do not leave submission until the last day of your existing agreement (deadline is two months
prior to expiry)

Ensure you have submitted your final claim form.
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Uplands ELS T apply now

Since the launch of Uplands ELS in February, Natural England has sent out more than 2000 application
packs in response to requests from farmers and land managers.

Applications coming in for Uplands ELS are steadily increasing with over 45% via ELS Online

Early applicants T who apply by 1 May - will be part of the first agreements, starting on 1 July 2010
with the first half- yearly payments in January 2011.

if you have an existing HLS agreement you can upgrade by incorporating Uplands ELS. Please
contact your regional office and we will send you the upgrade pack.

If you wish to enter into an Uplands ELS agreement on common land or shared grazing please
read our supplementary guidance for useful tips and information.

Farmers and agents are being supported with the continuation of our popular Uplands ELS events,
group activity and one-to-one visits. They should look out for advertisements in their local area.

Uplands Entry level Stewardship
Supporting your farm business

If you are farming in an uplands area in England you can
now sign up to Uplands ELS.

m Secure 6 monthly payments for your farm business,
the standard payment rate is £62 per hectare, per year

® Help conserve and enhance our uplands - undertake
simple, yet effective environmental work on your farm

For advice, one to one farm visitand training events on
Uplands ELS Call 0300 060 1695 or visit
www.naturalengland.org.uk/farmevents

You can now apply for both Entry Level Stewardship and
Uplands Entry level online call 0300 060 1638 and we'll
help get you started

For an application pack or for more information contact
your local Natural England Office or visit
www.naturalengland.org.uk

www.naturalengland.org.uk/es ENGLAND
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http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/ES%20Announcement%202.10%20-%2012%20Feb%202010_tcm6-16891.pdf




