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Why am I here?

Give an overview of the UK’s work 
towards meeting our international 

obligations and national aspirations to 
Marine Protected Areas

We are not twiddling our thumbs….



What are you going to get?

 Where are we now?

 Where do we want to be?

 How are we going to get there?

 How can I give my views?



Where are we now?



Existing UK Marine Protected Areas

 European Marine 
Sites : 

 Special Areas of 
Conservation

 Special Protection 
Areas

 Marine Nature 
Reserves

 Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest

 Ramsar sites

<2% of 
UK waters 
are MPAs



The Government vision is for clean, healthy, safe, 
productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas

‘to recover and protect the richness of our marine 
environment and wildlife through the development of a 

strong, ecologically coherent and well managed 
network of marine protected areas, that is well 

understood and supported by all sea users, by 2012’ 

All those who have a stake in the marine environment 
have an input into associated decision-making.

Where do we want to be?



Where do we want to be?

 International commitments

 Oslo-Paris Convention (OSPAR)

 Ramsar convention

 World Summit Sustainable Development (WSSD)

 Convention on  Biological Diversity (CBD) 

 European obligations

 Habitats & Birds Directives leading to Natura 2000 
network

 Marine Strategy Framework Directive

 National objectives

 Wildlife & Countryside Act

 Marine & Coastal Access Act



How are we going to get there?

Policy

Legal provisions

Practical application



High Level Marine Objectives

Defra Scottish 
Government

Welsh Assembly 
Government

Northern Ireland 
Assembly

MPA 
Strategy

Marine Nature 
Conservation 

Strategy

Protecting Welsh 
Seas – MPA strategy

Habitats & Birds Directives: Habitats Regulations/Offshore Marine Regulations
Marine & Coastal Access Act; Marine (Scotland) Bill
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Defra Guidance 
Notes

MCZ Project

MCZ Guidance

Science Advisory 
Panel

Surveillance & monitoring 
strategy

MPA Selection 
Guidelines for 

Scotland

Welsh MCZ 
Project

Welsh MPA 
technical 

advisory group

Welsh Stakeholder 
Group

Natura process
Ministerial 
Statements 

Marine 
PlanningMPA Data layers

Welsh MPA 
guidelines



Meeting European obligations



New MPA initiatives in UK waters

 MPAs in Scottish  
waters;

 Welsh MCZ Project 
for Welsh territorial 
waters

 MCZ Project



Marine Conservation Zone Project



How do I give my views?

All those who have a stake in the 
marine environment have an input 
into associated decision-making.



How do I give my views?

 Administrations are actively pursuing 
stakeholder engagement in MPA initiatives

 MCZ Regional Project Stakeholder Groups

 Wales Coastal & Maritime Partnership

 Formal public consultations

 Impact assessments (of policy)



Engaging stakeholders to build regional profiles:
web based data collection tools

Get directly involved..!



The MCZ Project Jigsaw

Ecological & Process 
guidance

Regional Stakeholder Group

Socio -economic 
data

Ecological 
data

National policy and legislation

Science 

Advisory 

Panel
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Recommendation and designation

Facilitation

Network 

design 

decisions
Local and 

regional 

information

National and 

International 

interests



This is only the beginning..

Set 
objectives

Establish 
management

Monitor 
condition

Assess 
status



Jon.Davies@jncc.gov.uk

www.jncc.gov.uk/marineprotectedsites

Thank you


